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Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures Forever
CHRIST IS COUNTING ON US
The second reading on the weekend
of September 12th was from a letter
from Saint James (Chapter 2 verses 14
-18). Saint James was extoling about
how you need works to back up your
faith. This reading is a perfect reading for us who
live the Cursillo movement.
As we know, we live
with the tripod of Piety,
Study and Action. Within
that triad is how we create friendships
and bring others and ourselves into a
more perfect relationship with Jesus
Christ. We need to be Christ in the

world, and we do that by our apostolic
actions.
Our actions are the result of our
piety and study. We have a responsibility to have purposeful actions that
have been thought through and prayed
about. We can draw people closer to
Christ everyday just by living our tripod.
Christ is counting on us.
~ Julie Fleckenstein
Pittsburgh Cursillo Lay Director

The Cursillo Summer Picnic was a huge success!
Thank you to those who worked hard to make it
happen and those in attendance!
If you missed it, see photos on page 3.

SCHOOL OF LEADERS
“I am sent not only to love God but
to make Him loved. It is not enough
to love God, if my neighbor does not
love Him.” – St. Vincent de Paul.
Jesus gave us the two great commandments, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul
and with all your mind, AND love your
neighbor as yourself. Cursillo calls us
to both. We love God through prayer
and living His will in our lives. We love
our neighbor by sharing our love of
God by evangelizing those in our
square meter.
The School of Leaders helps us in
this journey. The School helps us to
live Christ’s call. We heard on our
weekend that an Isolated Christian is a
paralyzed Christian.
The School offers a support community for our journey as we learn to
understand the “HOW” to live the call.
Our present study is on a book by Fr.
Raniero Cantalamessa titled: Sober
Intoxication of the Spirit. “Do not get

drunk with wine….but be filled with the
Spirit”-– (Ephesians 5:18). St. Ambrose preached, “He who becomes
intoxicated with wine staggers, but he
who becomes intoxicated with the Holy
Spirit is rooted in Christ”. These quotations give us an idea of the understanding of Christian life in the early
church.
Come join us at the school as we
learn of the continued importance of
the Holy Spirit in our church today as
well as His importance in our personal
spiritual journey.
Presently we are gathering virtually
the first and third Wednesdays at
7:00 - 8:30 pm. Watch for emails outlining the schedule of dates, and the
chapters that will be discussed.
For more information contact
allendworakowski@gmail.com.
Zoom sign on code is 84587976330.
~Allen Dworakowski – School of
Leaders Chairperson

Thanks for the Prayers...and Please
Continue
Thanks to everyone who has kept me in
their prayers during the past months. The
first procedure removed lymph nodes and
everything proved negative — no cancer.
The more recent surgery took seven hours
and resulted in the removal of the upper
part of the left lung due to cancer.
Nevertheless, that wasn’t all that bad —
until my lung collapsed and there was
found possible pneumonia to be contended
with.
I’m now at the parish on oxygen,
building up strength so I can in time not
be connected to an oxygen machine or
tank. My goal is obvious — get back to
Mass here in the parish and then be
strong enough to handle the upcoming
weekends with the help of Fr. Mike
Ackerman.
So please continue your prayers for me
and all who are in long-term health
issues.
God bless all of you,
~Fr. Tom Galvin
Scheduled
Holy Hours
For the upcoming
Men’s Weekend

Wed., Oct. 13
7:00 pm
at St. Ferdinand Church
2535 Rochester Road, Cranberry
Twp, PA 16066
For the upcoming
Women’s Weekend
Wed., Oct. 20
7:00PM
at St. Oscar Romero,
317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg, PA
15317

GATHERING AT THE CROSS OF HOPE
While hospitalized I had been reading
again Sober Intoxication of the Spirit. Such
was the case one day when a young nurse
came into the room and asked me out for a
date. “Lets take a walk Father.” I wasn’t
about to say no since it was
part of my rehab and I was
more than eager to avoid yet
another three hours of laying
around with an IV drip. We
no sooner left the room and
she said, “Sober Intoxication
of the Spirit sounds rather
interesting.” This date was going to be more
than her finding out how well I was breathing
and walking at the same time.
I also recognized that our date was not
going to provide ample time for me to
explain the full teaching of Sober
Intoxication, so the Reader’s Digest version
would have to do. I was amazed at her
interest and in her quick response to what I
was saying. “It sounds like its something
everyone in the Church needs to hear and
understand...and live.” Okay, I was blown
away to say the least and began to look
forward to our second date. Unfortunately,
our relationship was a one-time stroll.
Now a number of others had seen that
book sitting on my bed or bed tray during my

extended stay in Hotel Shadyside. I don’t
know if the title threw them a curve ball,
whether they were not interested, or whether
they were, like so many others, fearful of
where it may lead them. Nevertheless, they
like many others I speak with in the day-today activities of life, did not commented on
the book. Meanwhile, I had hoped to have a
second date with that young nurse so our
dialogue could continue; I could possibly
hook her up in our study, introduce her to
Cursillo, or give her a copy of the book for
her own reading. It was not to be as she was
a floater, on this floor one day and on another
the next. I never saw her again.
Had I held back from sharing the insights
of the book, or of what I have come to
believe and live, my hospital date on 3Main
would have been a study of steps taken and
oxygen required instead of a possible
awakening for the nurse. I have to ask: is this
where we are in our daily routines and in our
sharing of faith? Having a sense of sober
intoxication in the Spirit is needed to move
us from ourselves to God and His actions —
and only then our participation in His work.
It is not our work. It is His. We participate in
God with a humble recognition that grace,
His life, is provided for us through the Spirit
— which in turn keeps us sober and aware of

false delusional thinking of our own abilities.
My stay in the hospital was planned for
three, maybe four days. It lasted eleven.
What I had planned to do when released and
sent home changed drastically — including
the writing of this article. My plans were not
God’s plan and I had to accept that. God’s
plan included a date with a nurse among
other things.
I am saddened that so many Cursillistas
have the opportunity to grow in faith and in
union with our God through the School of
Leaders but choose to limit their knowledge
of the fullness of God to past understandings
and teachings. I pray for an intoxication of
the Spirit of God to bring each to a sobering
awakening of how God plans to use each of
us — well-formed by and receptive to the
gifts of the Spirit. God is lining up dates for
each of us with someone we may not know,
or with someone we’ve limited our sharing
with in the past.
The Cursillo Method is the method of our
faith — simple. We set ourselves aside and
pray for the openness to be set on the course
planned for us and others, eliminating our
own dictating our wishes to God.
Love and prayers,
~Fr. Tom

TEAM FORMATION CHANGES
Several years ago the Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement downsized the lay weekend team to six veteran and two new
Cursillistas per weekend. So far this
new team size has worked well.
However, the day of the week on
which team formation is held has not
been working as well. Wednesday has
long been the day for Cursillo activities,
and now there are more gatherings
scheduled than Wednesdays in a month.
School of Leaders has felt the most
impact of this scheduling question, because most of the team members come
from the school, as encouraged by Na-

tional Cursillo guidelines, leaving few
attendees at the School during formation.
The next point to be considered was
what other day of the week would be
available for team formation. The other
weekdays are already taken by the various Ultreyas, and Saturdays were considered and not chosen because this
day is generally a day for family projects,
shopping and other activities. This
leaves Sundays, and more specifically,
Sunday afternoons from 2:00 pm
through 5:00 pm. The Secretariat approved four three-hour sessions just pri-
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or to the weekends. An additional session, not necessarily on a Sunday may
be necessary for the teams to tour the
facility we will be using.
The 2:00 pm start time gives the
team to have lunch and travel to St. Oscar Romero in Canonsburg. The end
time at 5:00 pm is early enough in the
evening to allow for dinner and other
activities.
Secretariat will continue to evaluate this
change as we experience it.
~Wayne Fleckenstein - Cursillo
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Please pray for these
Cursillistas
who have recently died.
May they rest in the arms of our
Lord in His eternal kingdom.
LINDA OBMAN
ROB FLECKENSTEIN
MICKE KOCHMAN

FALL WEEKEND CLOSINGS
PARKING: For those planning to attend
the closing of our upcoming Men's and
Women's weekends, please carpool if possible.
Parking is limited. Cars can park along one side of the driveway adjacent to the Ark and the Dove (yellow brick ranch house) as long as the
Sisters who live there can get in and out. There is a parking area on Babcock Blvd. -- to the right if looking at the Ark & Dove. Please stay off
the grass since the ground will be soft.
SILENCE IS NEEDED when entering the building as the sound from
the entrance and foyer carries right up to the chapel where Mass will be
taking place. Cursillistas will be at the entrance directing where you are
to go. If the weather is warm, you may choose to remain outside.
BREAK-INS are scheduled for 4:30PM.
10745 Babcock Blvd
Gibsonia, PA 15044

Evangelization is Easy!
On my weekend I received, telling of the ongoing revelation
a booklet written by Father Tom of the Father's relationship with
titled “That They May Be One”. us, of our following in the footThere is a section on evangeli- steps of our Lord Jesus, and of
zation that I wish to share with our allowing their spirit (Father
you. It starts “Evangelization is and son) to move us in love. It
easy! Does that need repeat- reveals the I AM within,
ed? Just look at Jesus. What strengthening our personal
did he do? He taught the truth relationship with His fullness.
of his relationship with the Fa- Our stories are like those of
ther and the Father's relation- Jesus, of the Apostles in the
ship with Him. He told others of early church, and the writing of
their friendship completely the Epistles who built the
based on divine love. When church – Peter, Paul, James
we're in love with someone we and the unknown authors of
share that good news with fami- Hebrews in particular.
ly members, friends, coworkers,
The message is not about
and others. In what we say and us but about God working in
how we act we see and re- and through us for the good He
spond to life differently.
desires for us and - hopefully
The same is true of our love what we can desire for others
for and in God. It is found in “that they may become
that moment within the heart
one….””.
and not a program for the mind.
It speaks of love happening ~ Peg Lias, Treasurer
with God! Evangelization is our

The Importance of Attending the Fourth Day
Welcome and Beyond
When you lived your weekend, you will more than likely
remember the phrase “Make a
Friend… Be a Friend and Bring
that Friend to Christ”. After
making my Cursillo, I was eager
to share about the Cursillo
weekend with others. However,
I found myself skipping the first
two steps of this recipe which
led to failure. Then I decided
that I needed to go out into my
environment and make friends. I
still found failure with sharing
Christ to others until I began
being a friend to my new found
friends. Being a friend takes
time as well as planned apostolic action.
We are not only called to
make relationships, but to make
authentic friendships. Friendship grants us the opportunity to
build trust and an environment
where we can share our love of
Jesus with our friend. The message of Jesus shared with
friends has a stronger effect on
someone
when
trust
is
built. Jesus himself had friendships among the apostles as well
as his disciples. We are called

to imitate Christ, so we are
called to make friends and be
friends.
“You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hid. Let your light shine
before men, that they may see
your good works and give glory
to your father who is in heaven.
(Mt.5:14,16). We are called to
share with one another the love
we have for God. The Cursillo
method helps us to grow our
friendships and center them
around Christ. Group Reunion
and Ultreya helps strengthen
friendship and give us the support to share Christ with others.
The Ultreya and Group Reunion
has enhanced my spiritual
growth and I know it has for
many around me. They are an
awesome tool that we have been
given. I also encourage you to
pray about someone in your
environment who would benefit
from a friendship with you,
make a friend with them, and
ultimately bring them to (or
closer to) Christ. DeColores!
~Mike Albanese—Post Cursillo

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO CALENDAR
Unless otherwise marked all activities are held at St. Oscar Romero,
Canonsburg, beginning at 7:00PM

Wed., Oct. 13 - Holy Hour for Men’s Weekend #213 at St. Ferdinand
Church at 2535 Rochester Road, Cranberry Twp, PA 16063
Thur.-Sun., Oct. 14-17—Men’s Weekend at the Ark and the Dove
Wed., Oct .20 - Holy Hour for Women’s Weekend #214 at St. Oscar
Romero, 317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg, PA 15317
Thur.-Sun., Oct. 21-24 -Women’s Weekend at the Ark and the Dove
Wed., Oct. 20, - School of Leaders
Wed., Oct. 27 - Secretariat
Sun.., Nov. 7 –2:00-4:00 Fourth Day Welcome; location TBA
Wed., Nov. 3 - School of Leaders
Wed., Nov. 17- School of Leaders
Wed., Nov 24 - Secretariat
Wed., Dec. 1 - School of Leaders
Wed., Dec. 15- School of Leaders
Wed., Dec. 29 - Secretariat

ALLEGHENY VALLEY
Group Reunion
Meet at Our Lady of Victory
Parish, Harwick
2nd Tuesday after 12:00PM
Mass

BEAVER VALLEY

Tony Manno
412-613-5958
minpin05@comcast.net
Rene Pintado
412-609-3659
rprigorac1@gmail.com
Meet at Our Lady of Fatima
2700 Brodhead Road
Aliquippa, PA 15001
1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00PM

BUTLER

Ron & Ina Kocian
682 Cherry Road
Chicora, PA 16025
724-445-3326
inaron@penn.com
Meet at St. Peter Parish
Butler
4th Monday at 7:30PM

PITTSBURGH ULTREYAS

CITY NORTH

SOUTH HILLS

SOUTHWEST BUTLER

Mary Fleckenstein
2313 Banker St.
McKeesport, PA 15132
412-678-1723
mkfleck@hotmail.com
Meet at Corpus Christi Parish
Rectory Meeting Room
2515 Versailles Ave.
McKeesport
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30

Kay Houston
4920 Brightwood Rd. Apt C509
Bethel Park, PA 15102
412-965-5261
katyann41@gmail.com
Meet at St. Thomas More
Parish (Rooney Room)
(across from South Hills
Village)
2nd & 4th Monday at 7:30PM
Virtual at this time.

Bob Corcoran
260 Martsolf Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15229
412-931-4928
corcoranr@leidos.com
Meet at JMJ Center at
Sisters of Holy Family
of Nazareth
201 Nazareth Way, Pgh 15229
3rd Monday 7:00PM

SOUTH CENTRAL

Joe & Lisa Fix
4336 Glen Eden Rd.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
724-553-1264 (Joe)
724-553-0137 (Lisa)
JLVFix@verizon.net
Meeting at St. Ferdinand
Parish
(Upper Room of Parish Center)
Cranberry Township
2nd Monday at 7:00PM
One Week later if Holy Day

Where Friends Share God, Faith & Fellowship

TRES RIOS

Jack Patnik
2751 Race St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15235
412-793-0476
jppatnik@hotmail.com
Meeting at Christ Divine
Shepherd Parish
at1:00PM

Call for Dates and specific
building location

YOUNG ADULTS

Julie Fleckenstein
264 Seneca St.
Turtle Creek, PA 15145
215-272-3331
jkfleckenstein@gmail.com
Location currently varies.
First Friday of each month
Always call for details.

WASHINGTON CO.

Leda Miller
247 Reco Ave.
Houston, PA 15044
724-745-7744
lgmiller711@gmail.com
Meeting at St. Patrick
Parish Center
317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg
2nd Tuesday at 7:00PM
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