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 In Lent this year, I took a step 
back from watching TV and YouTube and 
tried to fill up my free time with Catholic 
content. I stumbled upon a podcast out of 
Franciscan University of Steubenville that 
has Dr. Bob Rice and Father Dave Pivonka 
titled They that Hope. I listened to it every 
Wednesday when a new episode came out, 
and I listened to all the back episodes as 
well during Lent.  
 In the middle of June, there was 
an episode called “Certificate of Courage.” 
The story is great, and you should listen to 
the podcast. As I reflected on what Bob 
and Father Dave were discussing, my 
thoughts turned to Cursillo and how we 
need courage to befriend people.  
 Do you remember how easy it was 
in kindergarten to make friends? You just 
sit next to them and start playing with 
whatever the other was playing, and BAM! 
You had your best friend. As we get older 
and we start having more insecurities, and 
that is when making friends becomes hard-
er.  

 Thinking back to when I started 
my fulltime job at my parish, and how ap-
prehensive I was to meet all the other peo-
ple at the other two churches. Being from 
the one church in our grouping, I knew that 
people were going to be a little stand-offish 
because of what I represented to our new 
community. However, being persistent and 
consistent in everything you do has its ben-
efits. You meet people, but one or two at a 
time and get to know them. Since October 
of 2018, so much has happened as we be-
came a new community from a grouping to 
a new parish. After meeting a lot of people, 
some of those people I have started to talk 
to about Cursillo. I am praying for those 
people as well, because I need to be open 
to what God wants for those people even if 
it means those people do not live a Cursillo 
weekend.  
 I do fail at times, when I feel the 
Holy Spirit tugging at me to say or do 
something, and in my humanity, I end up 
not using the courage that was gifted to 
me. I regroup and ask for forgiveness and 

for another chance with that situation. 
Those are the times I pray to Mother Tere-
sa- Saint Teresa of Calcutta to help me in 
my journey assisting other people in their 
relationship with Jesus.  
 Courage is a gift from the Holy 

Spirit to us so that we can attain the impos-
sible. We also need to use patience to 
know when the time is right to talk to our 
friends about Cursillo and how Cursillo 
works in our lives.  

De Colores! 
— Julie Fleckenstein 
 Pittsburgh Cursillo  
 Lay Director    

When as the last time you were in 
school?  For many, it has been years. But 
for some, it was last Wednesday. Our 
School of Leaders (SOL) meets every 
1st and 3rd Wednesday, 7:00PM-8:30PM. 
Live and Virtual.  
 Why do we meet? To grow clos-
er to God by learning to know understand 
His unending Love and Mercy that is re-
vealed through the Holy Spirit.  
 School can be defined as “a 
group of people, sharing the same or 
similar ideas, methods, or style”. At SOL, 
we share our similar ideas, methods of 
our catholic faith, which provides individu-
al insight and support. 
 From our weekend, we know 
that we are all called to be Leaders, to 
change our environments by sharing our 

Piety, Study and Action in our One 
Square Meter. We also learned that “An 
Isolated Christian is a Paralyzed Chris-
tian”.  
 The SOL enhances relationships 
between like-minded Catholics and pro-
vides each of us with strength to perse-
vere in our task. 
 Join us and enjoy an enriching 
experience in spiritual growth through 
listening, sharing and understanding our 
Baptismal call to “Spread the Good News 
to all the World”. 
Virtually we are limited to 100 attendees; 
but in person we can accept everyone. 
 
Allen Dworakowski- 
School of Leaders 

Courage is a gift from the Holy Spirit 

SCHOOL OF LEADERS 

Mark your calendar for the  
Cursillo Summer Picnic on   

Sunday, August 22! 
 

See page 5 for details! 
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 There is a major threat facing the 
Catholic Church in the 21st century. And 
it’s not coming from other denomina-
tions espousing warm, fuzzy worship. It 
is coming from within the members of 
the Church who are bringing society’s 
way of life, filled with unrealistic expec-
tations and demands, into the Church. 
It’s a vein of hatred that, like seen so of-
ten in society, exacts a certain expecta-
tion. It is demanding, and therefore 
shunned, ignored, abashed and/or walked 
away from. There is a remedy for this 
vile behavior, but most don’t want to 
hear it, let alone listen to it as it takes a 
caring heart, a willingness to change, and 
a strength to go against the norm estab-
lished in society by others. 
  
The prescription for overcoming this 
threat is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not 
the gospel an individual creates and 
wishes to push down the throats of 
others. No, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
the understanding of how all people are 
called to live in the truth and move in the 
truth without fear of retribution; without 
anger; and with complete awareness of 
an inner change that allows for 
responsibility coming from within and 
not simply by dictate. 
  
You see, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
one of truth, forgiveness, mercy and 
love. It allows for a slow conversion of 
heart and mind in oneself and in another. 
Therein lies another problem readily seen 
coming from society — immediate 
gratification and fulfillment. 
Unfortunately that is not part of human 
nature as it was created. If we study 
Scripture well enough we can see this 

throughout the history of God’s 
interaction with mankind. People are 
slow to understand and slower to give 
over their ways — even when it is the 
Lord who is speaking to them.  Why 
should we not be surprised that Jesus told 
His disciples that they must 
forgive “seventy times seven 
times?” Minds give over to love at a very 
slow pace! 
  
When we hear the words of Jesus 
say, “Be perfected as your heavenly 
Father is perfect,” it’s a clear indication 
that growth into a oneness with Christ 
will take time. What does St. John tell us 
in his First Letter? “The way we may be 
sure that we know him is to keep his 
commandments. Whoever says ‘I know 
him,’ but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But whoever keeps his word, 
the love of God is truly perfected in 
him.” Let’s face it, how many times did 
Jesus speak of the two great 
commandments — always loving God 
completely and then taking that exact 
same love to our brothers and sisters — 
all brothers and sisters, including the 
greatest of sinners (see Mt. 6:14-15 
concerning forgiveness). This is the truth 
of the Gospel. 
  
Now if we want the love of God to be 
shown to others, it needs to first radiate 
in our own lives. Only then do our lives 
show others the light of Christ. But first, 
we must walk with them, come to 
understand them, allow for their own 
spiritual weaknesses, become friends so 
we may bring them to Christ. The cross 
of love is not easy. It is not about 

fulfillment of the law as Jesus illustrated 
time and again. Absolute love is a hard 
cross to carry because we’re called to 
carry the weaknesses of others, not just 
our own. Isn’t that what our faith 
professes that Jesus did for us — out of 
love? 

  
It’s easy to hang with “perfect people” 
— those who see as we see, live as we 
live. It’s so much harder to love the one 
who is far away — in his/her actions in 
the world, from understanding God as He 
wishes to be known, of fulfilling the two 
great commandments. We need to 
remember that the commandments are 
means for us to be perfected. Saying we 
fulfill them according to our standards 
leaves an enormous void. Patience is 
essential — with others and with 
ourselves because laws will not bring 
about love. 
  
To live the Cursillo 
method we must 
abandon ourselves 
completely to the 
will and love of the 
Father — who 
continues 

to love Satan while knowing that Satan 
will never change. Love is the beginning 
and the end — the Alpha and the 
Omega.  Anything else comes from man 
and Satan. 
  
Fr. Tom Galvin 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Spiritual Advisor 
  

The Church’s Concern Today 

Wed., July. 21-School of Leaders  
Wed., July 28– Secretariat  
Wed., Aug 4-School of Leaders 
Wed., Aug 18-School of Leaders 
Sun., Aug 22-Cursillo Picnic 
Wed., Aug 25-Secretariat 
Wed., Sept 1-School of Leaders 
Wed., Sept 15-School of Leaders 
Wed., Sept 29-Secretariat 
Wed., Oct 6-School of Leaders 
Wed., Oct 13-Holy Hour -Men’s Weekend 
 Place to be announced 
Oct 14-17-Men’s Weekend-Ark & Dove 
Sun., Oct 17-Men’s Weekend Closing 
 Ark & Dove 

Wed., Oct 20-Holy Hour-Women’s Weekend 
 Place to be announced 
Oct 21-24-Women’s Weekend-Ark & Dove 
Sun., Oct 24-Women’s Weekend Closing 
 Ark & Dove 
Wed., Oct 27-Secretariat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO CALENDAR 
Unless otherwise marked all activities are held at St. Patrick Center, Canonsburg,  

beginning at 7:00PM  



WOMEN OF PITTSBURGH CURSILLO WEEKEND #212 
Front Row: Mary Sue Fiscus, Donna Meade, Judy Bercik 

Second Row: Madeline Stango, Cheri Madeja,  Kathryn Hetzer 
Third Row: Monica Ward, Ellen Butts, Marta Sasala, Kathy Testa 

Weekend # 212: lead by the Holy Spirit 
& St. Joseph 

  
A new facility may cause some additional anticipation and 
challenges to any team member, but the Women’s Weekend 
#212 proved that neither were obstacles for the Holy Spirit 
and St. Joseph (to whom the weekend was dedicated to by 
Father Tom). 
 
The Ark and the Dove was a more “intimate setting” than 
some of the most recent  facilities. The round tables were 
replaced by long, heavy rectangle tables. The food was not 
provided by the facility. The dining area was only a few long 
tables.  No elevator was available, only a few flights of 
stairs. There was no large room for the break-in.  
  
With so many changes, one can only pray that everything 
would work and WOW, did the Holy Spirit and St. Joseph 
come through! 
 
The rectangular tables gave a reason to get up, stretch our 
legs for a moment, and move around the table for discus-
sions. The food was prepared with love by Cursillistas.  The 
dining area was so intimate which made laughter  infectious 
to all. The stairs permitted the candidates and team  to have 
dessert without the guilt.  The break-in, permitted us to 
come together as 
one family, wel-
coming our newest 
Cursillistas., even 
through separate 
rooms.  
 
As always, we 
laughed and we 
cried. We shared 
stories and our 
lives with each other. Life-long friendships and professional 
relationships were made.  Courage to speak in front of oth-
ers was blessed upon us. We even had a miracle medical 
healing!  And so much more! 
 
Anticipation and challenges? Nothing can compete with the 
Holy Spirit and St. Joseph.  
 
Welcome and congratulations to our new Cursillistas and 
thank you to their sponsors. 
   
Women’s Team members:  
Julie Fleckenstein, Coordinator, Star Haefner, Asst. Coordi-
nator/Head Stewart, Eileen Schmura , Gwen Butts & Cathy 
Paich, Auxiliaries, Lee McFarland, Steward and Fr. Tom 
Galvin, Spiritual Advisor. 
Kitchen Crew: Peggy Davis (Head)  Daria Kubisiak, and  
Averdon Spenser. 

It’s been a year now so I 
thought I should introduce myself to 
the community. I am Peg Lias, 
Treasurer of Pittsburgh Cursillo. I 
live in Raccoon Township with my 
husband of 31 years. We have two 
adult children, both married, so we 
are official empty nesters.   

I lived my weekend in the 
fall of 2017. What a journey my faith 
has been on since that weekend!  At 
the time I made my weekend, I was 
working for a company that was 
growing leaps and bounds and I en-
joyed the team I worked with. But, 
as you begin to reevaluate your Ide-
als you tend to be more aware of 
what environment you’re truly meant 
for in the next phase of your life.  At 
the end of 2019, I terminated my 
employment and that very next 
week, I received a call from Dan 
Kubisiak asking if I would consider 
accepting the treasurer position for 
Pittsburgh Cursillo. I certainly could 
not say no – I lately just opened up 
myself to be more available to God 
and His will, so it was  a “Yes” from 
me.  

Not long after that, a friend 
introduced me to the director of St. 
Anthony School in Wexford who 

was looking for a finance consultant. 
Both jobs are non-profit catholic 
organizations so the two work well 
together.  I began working for St. 
Anthony’s in June of 2020.  

I witnessed the strength of 
the Catholic school system from the 
back side. My daughter went to Our 
Lady of Fatima so I knew the beauty 
of the teachers and staff from a par-
ents perspective and now I see their 
beauty from the business side. I also 
see the beauty in those who support 
both organizations through their gen-
erous donations in which neither 
would survive with out them. Pray-
ers are wonderful but they do not 
pay the bills - so thank you all for 
your donations over this difficult 
year. We are so blessed to have such 
a wonderful community.  

May God bless you for your 
continual support of this amazing 
movement we are all apart of. 

 
Peg Lias, Treasurer 
 



 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.”   (John 15:12 RSVCE) 
 
As we grow in our relationship with Jesus, it is not meant to be solely a 
personal relationship.  Yes, we should know Jesus on a personal level, 
but we are called to go deeper.  That is to share that personal relation-
ship with others! 
 
In the Christianity in Action Rollo, we learn: “Christianity in Action is a 
group of Grace filled Christians who journey together in a climate that 
makes it possible for each one to live and spread the gospel in the 
world.”  There is so much to unpack in that definition.  We are called to 
journey together and how do we do this without forming friendships? 
 
Our environments present each of us with unique opportunities for 
friendship making.  With more ways than ever to communicate with 
each other, we need to stop making excuses.  Being busy, tired, over-
worked are some of my most common excuses. Nonetheless, they are 
excuses! 
 
We are called to reach out to our neighbors, form friendships and ulti-
mately bring those friends to our Friend Jesus. 
 
De Colores! 
 
Mike Albanese~Post-Cursillo  
 
 

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO SECRETARIAT 
Lay Director   Julie Fleckenstein  jkfleckenstein@gmail.com  215-272-3331  
Secretary   Janet Cushma   janetcushma@gmail.com   412-523-4057  
School of Leaders  Allen Dworakowski  allendworakowski@gmail.com  724-252-9901  
Pre-Cursillo   Eileen Schmura   teschmura@comcast.net   412-427-2206  
Cursillo    Wayne Fleckenstein  fleckenstein@verizon.net   412-427-6148  
Post-Cursillo   Mike Albanese   mikea2002@hotmail.com   724-462-5276  
Physical Arrangements  Jim Haefner   jimhaefner@gmail.com   724-321-3723  
Treasurer   Peg Lias   plias1@yahoo.com   412-915-2593  
Communications Data Base  Wayne Fleckenstein  fleckenstein@verizon.net   412-427-6148  
Emails/Prayer Chain  Patty Joyce   pattyj7@comcast.net   412-831-1835  
Newsletter & Bulk Mailings  Star Haefner   starhaefner@gmail.com   724-504-3952  
Facebook   Julie Fleckenstein  jkfleckenstein@gmail.com  215-272-3331  
Technology Open (for live transmission of Leaders School, etc.)  
Webpage   Clyde Werger   cawerger@gmail.com   412-486-5702  
Calendar   Wayne Houston   waynekayh@yahoo.com   412-520-6681  
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor  Fr. Tom Galvin   tgalvin@diopitt.org   724-745-6560  

IN MEMORIAM 
Please pray for these 

Cursillistas  
who have recently died.  

May they rest in the 
arms of our Lord in His 

eternal kingdom. 
 

Kenneth R. Davis 

 

Upcoming 
Holy Hours 

 
 

for Pittsburgh Cursillo 
 

Wednesday, October 13th 
Place to be announced 

 
Wednesday, October 20 
Place to be announced. 

 



With Fall weekends quickly 
approaching, you will begin to 
see  emails and announcements 
at Ultreyas requesting Palanca 
for the candidates and teams.  
Let’s review the answers to 
frequently asked questions on 
Palanca.  
 
What is Palanca?  
Palanca is the actual prayers, 
sacrifices and works of mercy 
offered for the participants of a 
particular Cursillo function, 
such as a weekend, an Encoun-
ter, a witness talk, and for the 
diocesan or worldwide move-
ment.  
 
Who does Palanca?  
Palanca can be offered by any 
Cursillista.  
 
When is Palanca offered? 
Palanca is ongoing for the 
movement as a whole. In addi-
tion, special intentions can be 
made for special reasons, such 
as weekends, witness speakers, 
candidates etc.  
 

What is the difference be-
tween general and personal 
Palanca?  
General Palanca is a single 
letter written to all the partici-
pants. Personal Palanca are 
letters written to particular can-
didates, usually by sponsors, 
close friends, and family mem-
bers.  
 
What is NOT Palanca?  
A Palanca letter is one that is 
sent to the candidates and team 
informing them of the prayers 
and sacrifices that one is offer-
ing…” Nor is Palanca gifts, 
little pins, holy cards, tracts etc. 
 
Palanca is a huge part of Cur-
sillo!  
 
~ Mary K. Fleckenstein  

Eileen Schmura  
for your years of serving on  

Secretariat.  

UPCOMING FALL WEEKENDS 
 

Men’s Weekend: October 14-17, 2021 
Women’s Weekend: October 21-24, 2021 

Completed applications must be returned ASAP. 

Join us at the Hopewell Township Community Park 
on Sunday, August 22 for the Annual Cursillo 
Summer Picnic. The picnic will begin at 1:00, with 
Mass starting at 2:00. 
 
Pittsburgh Cursillo will provide hamburgers, hot 
dogs & drinks. 
Everyone is asked to bring a side dish and/or des-
sert to share with 10 or more people. (Please take 
home any leftovers of your dish) 
 
Lots of fellowship, Basket Auction, 50/50 raffle 
and more! 
Bring family, friends and possible candidates for 
upcoming weekends! 

Secretariat members gather in the St. Oscar Romero Parish 
Adoration Chapel before their business meeting.   
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ALLEGHENY VALLEY 
Group Reunion 

Meet at Our Lady of Victory  
Parish, Harwick 

2nd Tuesday after 12:00PM 
Mass 

 

BEAVER VALLEY 
Joe & Gwen Butts 
3001 Floral Drive 

Aliquippa, PA 15001 
724-601-7860 (Gwen) 
412-779-3194 (Joe) 

gbutts04@comcast.net 
Jbutts04@outlook.com  

Meet at Our Lady of Fatima  
Parish (Fatima House) 
2270 Broadhead Rd. 

1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00PM 
 

BUTLER 
Ron & Ina Kocian 
682 Cherry Road 

Chicora, PA 16025 
724-445-3326 

inaron@penn.com 
Meet at St. Peter Parish  

Butler 
4th Monday at 7:30PM 

 

CITY NORTH 
Bob Corcoran 

260 Martsolf Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

412-931-4928 
corcoranr@leidos.com 
Meet at JMJ Center at 
Sisters of Holy Family  

of Nazareth 
201 Nazareth Way, Pgh 15229 

3rd Monday 7:00PM 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL 
Mary Fleckenstein 
2313 Banker St. 

McKeesport, PA 15132 
412-678-1723 

mkfleck@hotmail.com 
Meet at Corpus Christi Parish 

Rectory Meeting Room 
2515 Versailles Ave. 

McKeesport 
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 

 

 

SOUTH HILLS 
Kay Houston 

4920 Brightwood Rd. Apt C509 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 

412-965-5261 
katyann41@gmail.com 

Meet at 7:30 at St. Thomas More  
Parish (Rooney Room) 
(across from South Hills  

Village) on the 2nd Monday 
& the 4th Monday virtual.  

 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER 
Joe & Lisa Fix 

4336 Glen Eden Rd. 
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

724-553-1264 (Joe) 
724-553-0137 (Lisa) 
JLVFix@verizon.net 

Meeting at St. Ferdinand  
Parish 

(Upper Room of Parish Center) 
Cranberry Township 

2nd Monday at 7:00PM 
One Week later if Holy Day  

 
 
 
 

TRES RIOS 
Jack Patnik 

2751 Race St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

412-793-0476 
jppatnik@gmail.com 
Virtual at this time. 

4th Tuesday at 2:00PM 

 

YOUNG ADULTS 
Julie Fleckenstein 

264 Seneca St. 
Turtle Creek, PA 15145 

215-272-3331 
jkfleckenstein@gmail.com 

Meeting at St. Joseph 
Coraopolis. 

 

WASHINGTON CO. 
Leda Miller 

247 Reco Ave. 
Houston, PA 15044 

724-745-7744 
lgmiller711@gmail.com 

Meeting at St. Oscar Romero 
Parish Center 

317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg 
2nd Tuesday at 7:00PM 

PITTSBURGH  
ULTREYAS 

Where Friends Share God, Faith & Fellowship 


