Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement

Fourth Day
Called as “Ambassadors for Christ”
Why did we come to the Cursillo Weekend? Was it for a relaxing weekend? A retreat? A fluffy experience?
Ideally, we came because a friend thought we were ready to grow in our faith and strong enough to be evangelizers in the
world, that is, to tell others about Jesus. And, hopefully, we were given the tools to bring Jesus to life for others as well.
The 3-Day Weekend experience was meant for us to present
Jesus Christ to the world one person at a time. — the most perfect gift
anyone could possibly imagine to give another. Think about it. We
don’t have to add a thing to this gift, take a thing away from it, enhance
it, or do anything to make it more appealing. We don’t have to wrap it!
As Cursillistas we were led to a living of our Fourth Day with
As we move into the
the perfect gift and the knowledge that God’s grace is sufficient for us to future in relationship with the
bring this gift to others. Now we are called to do just that in a very
Diocese of Pittsburgh, it is
broad manner. Please take the time to see how we are called as
imperative that accurate
“Ambassadors for Christ.” (Pope Paul VI) And then remember the
understanding be provided to
words on the back of your Cursillo cross, “Christ is counting on you!”
all Cursillistas.
In order to do so, we
have scheduled six meetings
throughout the Diocese of Pittsburgh. In these
“Regional Meetings” it is planned to show
and discuss the following: 1) Pittsburgh
Bishop David Zubik’s latest pastoral letter to the Church of
Cursillo remaining true to the world
Pittsburgh, The Church Evangelizing, offers an invitation for all
movement and our call to advance “leaders”
Catholics of the diocese to “Make A Friend!” It echoes a segment of
for the Church; 2) to show how the ministry
Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, where he
of evangelization to those who have fallen
sets forth the vision of success for the New Evangelization. The pope’s away from their practice of the faith was at
phrase for this is “Person-to-Person.”
the heart of Cursillo from the very beginning;
Do these sound familiar? Of course they do since they have
and 3) show how this can be done as part of
been Cursillo’s method for 70 years. “Make a Friend! Be a Friend!
the Church’s call concerning the New
Bring a Friend to Christ!” It’s a method of personal contact. Sound
Evangelization in the Pittsburgh Diocese.
familiar? Of course it does. And it says that our methodology is valid
It is also our intention to provide
— always was, is now, and always will be.
greater depth to the understanding of
What we are seeing is that
weekends, team formation, Secretariat
Cursillo has what the Church needs. It is,
positions and openings, our focus on the
as every pontiff since Pope Paul VI has
young adults of our Church of Pittsburgh, and
recognized, an arm of the universal
more.
Church which carries with it unlimited
Regional Meetings are scheduled:
possibility.
May 12 — at St. John the Baptist, Plum
We, brothers and sisters of the
May 13 — at St. Margaret Mary, Moon
Cursillo Movement, are charged by the
May 19 — at St. Ferdinand, Cranberry Twp.
U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops as
May 20 — at St. Patrick, Canonsburg
Disciples Called to Witness the New Evangelization. In Pittsburgh,
May 22 — at St. Winifred, Mt. Lebanon
this is emphasized in a couple of vital ways. The first is to assist in
May 27 — at St. Richard, Richland Twp.
forming leaders for the diocese and for parishes. This holds true to the
mentality of personal contact which began the Cursillo
Cont. page 2
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7:00PM

Regional Meetings set
throughout the Diocese

WORKING WITH THE DIOCESE
IN THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

The Grand Gathering

Pittsburgh Cursillo Identifying the Future

Gary Smith, (left)
Lay Director of
Pittsburgh Cursillo,
welcomed those in
attendance to the
Grand Gathering at
St. Paul Seminary. Mrs. Helene Paharik, (right) the
Associate General Secretary for the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, then explained how the New
Evangelization carries the basic tenets of Cursillo, and
how Cursillo will be relied upon to assist in making
evangelization a reality throughout the Diocese.

MAY 19 SCHOOL OF LEADERS TOPIC
Bishop David Zubik promulgated his pastoral letter
on Easter Sunday. “The Evangelizing Church” was sent to
the home of every registered Catholic in the diocese. We
will discuss this, in relation to Cursillo, at our School of
Leaders on May 19. Please read it entirely and bring any
comments or concerns with you for discussion.
This document is available on the diocesan website
(diopitt.org) as well as on other social media outlets.

About the Revised
School of Leaders
Can sanity exist in an
insane world? Yes if people are
ready to step out of “what was”
and into “what is” reality in the
world today. And that’s what the Pittsburgh Cursillo
Secretariat was challenged to do. Technology has had a
profound impact on how we communicate, how we learn,
how we use our time. Life has changed, and for a
successful School of Leaders (SL), we need to change as
well. The new School of Leaders format is simple.
HOME STUDY: Usually the first Wednesday each month.
Go to pgh.cursillo to learn what is to be studied
Go to the appropriate website if it cannot be
downloaded on the Pittsburgh site.
Print, read, make notes, write down questions.
Bring the above to the only Gathering of the School
of Leaders
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Movement. The second is that of providing fallen away
Catholics the opportunity to return to the practice of
the faith, the first purpose of Cursillo (see Cursillo and
the New Evangelization at pgh.cursillo). So as we open
to possibilities within the diocese, we remain faithful to
our charism to bring others to the basic knowledge
which every person needs — God loves them.
But all of us are needed.
Any differences we may have need to be set
aside. The truth needs spoken. Our personal preferences
must be given over for that effort which is about Jesus
Christ, the One who is counting on us as His friends to
bring our friends (others) to know the love of God in
their own lives.
So let us be friends!
Let us grow our friendships for the love of God!
Let us grasp with zeal the gift we have been
endowed with by the Holy Spirit, through whom we
befriend Jesus!
Let us, friends, find new friends eager to
befriend Jesus Christ!
Love and prayers,
Fr. Tom Galvin, Co-Spiritual Advisor

GATHERING OF SL: Either the second or third
Wednesday of each month.
We discuss and clarify so we learn truth, clearly
understand, and then build upon this.
We learn what will be SL’s next study.
LOCATION: All Pittsburgh Cursillo meetings are scheduled
at St. Paul Seminary in Crafton.
They begin promptly at 7:00PM and conclude
promptly at 8:30PM. Arrive when you can.
(Beginning a half hour earlier than in the past is on
a trial basis.)
IN THE FUTURE: Secretariat members and Weekend
Team members will be selected from those
attending the SL on a consistent basis.

IN MEMORIUM
Gene Citrone (Shirley)
Peg Clement
Bernie Crosby (Emily)
Grace Dombrowski
Bob Graham (Lorraine)
Don Graham (Lois)
Alberta Hock
Bob Perella (Anne)

Stephen and Agnes
Pietrowski,
(parents of Janice Welsh)
Terrence Walls
Pat Walls
Margaret Zientara (Andi)
May they be welcomed home
by the Risen Lord. And may
their families know God’s
compassion and peace.

Summer Weekends are
Scheduled at Gilmary
Why summer weekends?
Because we need them. We know people
are waiting. Sponsors have been asking.
And, simply, it’s time.
The good Sisters at Mt. Nazareth
sold their motherhouse, which meant we
had our keys taken away from us. No
more Cursillo Center at Mt. Nazareth. So
the Secretariat went in search of a new
location for weekends. Price per person
was important, as were availability of site
and location.
After much bantering, those now
in charge of Gilmary were found to offer
the best deal for the buck. However,
since we are late in setting dates, it was
decided that summer dates may work. It
was also agreed that to wait any longer
the Spring) was not conducive to our
work with the New Evangelization taking
shape in parishes throughout the diocese.
So our weekend dates are:
MEN’S WEEKEND
JULY 24-27
WOMEN’S WEEKEND
AUGUST 21-24
Applications for the Men’s Weekend
are due by July 1.
Applications for the Women’s Weekend are due by August 1.
You may print applications from
our website at pgh.cursillo, pick them up
at a regional gathering throughout the
diocese in May, or at Cursillo meetings.
Mail Applications to:
Pittsburgh Cursillo, Box 213
Wildwood, PA. 15901
The individual cost is set at $200
for the weekend (Thursday evening
through Sunday evening). This is very
reasonable — 3days/3nights. This is
cheaper than the cost of the weekend.
However, we trust that God will provide
what we may be lacking otherwise.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, we do
not want a person to avoid the weekend
because he/she cannot afford the cost at
this time. Someone always helps out.
Oh...and do not fret about the
heat as all rooms are air-conditioned.

WEEKEND CANDIDATES
When we wish to sponsor a person, the following must be asked:
1. Is this man or woman Catholic?
2. Is this person, by Church governance, free to celebrate the
Eucharist? (A good confession may be necessary.)
3. Does this individual desire to grow in his/her personhood with
Jesus Christ?
Baptized Catholics who have professed a belief in any other
Christian or non-Christian faith are not free to celebrate the Eucharist
without first entering into the Sacrament of Penance and then making a
profession of faith in the Catholic Church. This must be done at the
parish level as it must be recorded.
Individuals married outside the Catholic Church are not free to
come to the Eucharistic Table of the Lord and cannot be sponsored until
the present union is recognized in the Church. A good leader will move
these individuals to a pastor of a local parish.
RCIA is the proper tool for non-Catholics to learn about the
Catholic Faith. Cursillo leaders are wise to direct them to the parish
program since this is not Cursillo’s charism, but the broader Church’s.
Applications must be signed by the applicant’s pastor. Those
desiring to return to the Church but not connected to a parish will need to
meet with one of our Spiritual Advisors. Again, we must remain faithful to
the Church and the sacraments, especially the Eucharist.

What Came First? The Chicken or the Egg?
That’s what we struggled with as we set out to firm up the
Cursillo Movement in Pittsburgh. Do we hold weekends? Or do we first
address the need for redeveloping Ultreyas? And what about the School
of Leaders? Or the Secretariat? Or team formation? How do we position
Cursillo as a partner working with the diocese in the New Evangelization?
So we prayed to the Holy Spirit, and were led to do it all at once.
We’re planning weekends. The team formation will be more
comprehensive but in a shorter period of time. Teams will be smaller in
size, and some members will be asked to do more than one talk. Team
members will be chosen following our ‘Regional’ Meetings.
Strengthening our Ultreyas is a priority. Our connection with the
diocesan plan requires this. Hopefully, this will begin to take shape again
during the Regional Meetings,
where Cursillistas will arise
from the proverbial ashes.
Changes to the School
of Leaders have already taken
place. Current Secretariat
leaders have worked hard at
keeping Cursillo alive. Many
are looking for a break. So as
we go throughout the diocese
we’ll be in search of those
who are ready to accept these
roles for three year periods.
If you’ve moved, or if you’ve changed your
Don’t hesitate to step forward
email address, please let us know so we may if the Spirit is moving you.
keep you informed of miracles happening!
Come Holy Spirit,
Call Patty Joyce at 412-831-1835.
Fill the hearts of your faithful!

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO
Schedule through August
MAY
7 — School of Leaders (Home Study)
14 — Healing Mass (St. Mary, Cecil)
21 — School of Leaders
28 — Secretariat
JUNE
4 — School of Leaders (Home Study)
11— Healing Mass (St. Richards,
Richland Twp)
18 — School of Leaders
25 — Secretariat
JULY
2 — Healing Mass (N. A. Martyrs,
Monroeville)
9 — School of Leaders (Home Study)
16 — School of Leaders
23 — Secretariat
24-27 — Men’s Weekend
31 (to 8/3) — National Encounter
AUGUST
6 — School of Leaders (Home Study)
13 — Healing Mass (St. Francis of Assisi,
Finleyville)
20 — School of Leaders
21-24 — Women’s Weekend
27 — Secretariat
BOLD DATES indicate expected
attendance of those feeling called to a
Secretariat position or as a team member.
We need to know what we’re about so we
can lead those who want to know what the
movement is about.
SCHOOL OF LEADERS (SL) — is
for all Cursillistas. It meets at St. Paul
Seminary (first building on the right)
from 7:00-8:30PM.
SECRETARIAT — meets at St. Paul
Seminary from 7:00-8:30PM.
All Cursillistas are invited to attend.
HEALING MASSES — These are on
the calendar as many Cursillilstas
attend, and our Co-Spiritual Advisors
are both members of the Fraternity of
Priests, through which these take place.

CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS
Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement
P.O. Box 213
Wildwood, PA 15091
NEED TO HEAR A VOICE?
Call Patty Joyce
412-831-1835

YOUNG ADULTS: A Meaningful Part of Our Future
The involvement of young adults is essential to the success
of Cursillo in Pittsburgh and elsewhere. It is essential for
the New Evangelization. Fr. Rob Fleckenstein presented
an understanding of young adult needs, concerns, and
spiritual desires at the Grand Gathering. A strategy for
bringing young adults to Cursillo is being developed with
Fr. Rob and other “younger priests” who currently meet
with young adults. Diocesan offices are also being utilized
in this effort. Included in this work are recommendations for Ultreyas and
for wider use of social media, so much a part of young adult life. Fr. Rob
is currently the Parochial Vicar at St. Teresa of Avila Parish in the North
Hills. Young adults wishing to know more may contact him at this
location or through social media.

Our current home for meetings is now located at
St. Paul Seminary, Noblestown Road, Crafton,
just off the Parkway West, for easy accessibility.
PITTSBURGH CURSILLO ULTREYAS (March 26, 2014)
ALLEGHENY VALLEY

SOUTH HILLS

Peg Heiry
25 Werner Camp Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
godiva12@verizon.net
Meeting at Our Lady of Victory Parish
Harwick
2nd Tuesday after 12:00PM Mass

Chuck Heiry
246 Meadowfield Lane
Jefferson Hills, PA 15025
412-655-3462
heirycf@comcast.net
Meeting at St. Winifred Parish
Mt. Lebanon
2nd & 4th Monday at 7:30PM

BUTLER
Ron Kocian
682 Cherry Road
Chicora, PA 16025
inaron@penn.com
Meeting at St. Peter Parish
Butler
4th Monday at 7:00PM

CITY NORTH
Clyde Werger
4700 Roland Road
Allison Park, PA 15101
412-486-5702
cawerger@gmail.com
Presently meet at Mt. Nazareth
(Sr. Flo’s Office)
1st & 3rd Monday 7:30PM

SOUTH CENTRAL
Erma Woolaghan
3513 West Run Road
Homestead, PA 15120
412-461-1332
ewoolaghan@verizon.net
Meeting @ Corpus Christi Parish
McKeesport
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30

SOUTHWEST BUTLER
Dan Kubisak
110 Persimmon Place
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
724-776-5363
kuby22000@yahoo.com
Meeting at St. Ferdinand Parish
Cranberry Township
1st Monday at 7:30PM

TRES RIOS
Jim Obman
4023 Dublane Court
Murraysville, PA 15668
412-327-0303
jimobman@windstream.net
Meeting at St. Bernadette Parish
Monroeville
2nd & 4th Tuesday at 1:30PM

ULTREYAS NEEDING TO
BE RE-ESTABLISHED
NEW CASTLE
NORTH HILLS
WEST HILLS
WASHINGTON COUNTY

