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From the Lay Director . . .
Gary Smith
Christmas Past!
While reflecting on how I spent Christmas during my childhood years in the
50s and 60s, I remember while growing up, we really didn’t have a lot!
I remember the nuns at All Saints Church passing out “Keep Christ in
Christmas” posters for us to color during art period so they could select the best
ones to be placed in the storefront windows of businesses in Etna.
Times sure were different back then.
Singing in the choir at both the midnight and 9 am Masses – dressed in our
red cassocks and white surplices – that was special – helped to keep us focused
on what it was all about.
We didn’t have a lot to open under the tree -- usually, just one main $20 to
$25 gift that we could pretty much guess what it was because mom had asked us
what we wanted -- and then some smaller, needed, practical gifts – socks, gloves,
tassel cap. And if we seemed disappointed if we didn’t get something special we
had asked for – perhaps too many times, or maybe something too expensive -Dad would remind us that, “It’s His birthday – not yours!”
While OUR gifts were opened up hastily, there was a family of 11 that lived
across the street that had a much better way of making Christmas special. I always
felt blessed in being able to witness this – sitting beside my friend in his family’s
living room. He had eight siblings. One by one, starting with the youngest, they
would slowly open their present – saving the wrapping paper and the bow for next
year. Then, with “oohs” and “ahhs”, they would each express their gratitude for
whatever their single special present was. (They each received only one present,
and that was given by the person who drew their name out of a can several weeks
earlier.)
Almost all of the gifts were practical gifts of need, rather than want. All the
children participated, even the youngest, by having saved their money from
collecting pop bottles, cutting lawns, etc., or creating a gift of sewing or
woodworking, or offering their time as a favor in assisting another. Their one small
gift was usually smaller or less expensive than any one of my smaller gifts that I
received that day, but there were always comments made by the others in the
room as to how nice and thoughtful each gift was. Their mom and dad opened their
gifts last, and they were the only ones who got a present from the “group”. And
even though their gift was a modest one, it was accepted with love and
appreciation.
Wish I could return to those times – when things were simple and you
could see “Keep Christ in Christmas” posters colored by children from Catholic
schools in business storefront windows. And some of us would be blessed by
attending two Masses on Christmas. My father had it right – “It’s His birthday, not
mine”.
I pray that we all keep Christmas in proper perspective and we remember
the great gift that was given to us by our Heavenly Father over 2,000 years ago –
6 – because it IS all
that we keep our focus on the prize – that we Keep It Simple
about Him – It’s HIS birthday!

You Are the
Light of the World
By Andi Zientara
Pre-Cursillo
One of the best aspects about
giving a talk on a Cursillo Weekend
is the opportunity to revisit and
reflect upon the message of a talk
you first heard on your own Weekend, only now you are examining
the message through the eyes of
experience.
The introductory point in the
Layperson in the Church Talk is
both powerful and insistent as it
states this simple truth: The one
true solution the world is desperate
for that will ease the many
problems and injustices of everyday
life is Jesus Christ.
As laypersons, we are already
part of that world, living and active
in the very corner of the world
where God’s will has placed us. As
Cursillistas, we are now aware of
what God expects us to do in our
corner of the world and we have
been given the intellectual and
spiritual tools needed to get the
work done.
Continued to Page 6

School of Leaders
Kay Houston

It’s hard to believe that it’s
already Christmas. Time has flown
by way too quickly.
Our Cursillo Weekends are over
and I thank God for sending us such
wonderful men and women to be part
of our movement; to bless us with
their energy, talents and ideas to
help our movement grow.
I want to thank all our Cursillistas
for the many prayers and sacrifices
they offered up while we were on the
weekends and thank God for
blessing us so greatly.
Our School of Leaders will begin
th
the new year on January 9 at Mt.
Nazareth. We begin at 7:15 with ½
hour in the chapel.
The schedule is as follows:
Jan. 9 Formation (we will be
studying the weekend talks)
Jan. 16 Whom Shall I Send
Jan. 23 Sections
Jan. 30 Formation
Feb. 6 Healing Mass?
Feb. 13 Ash Wednesday
Feb. 20 Whom Shall I Send--Beginning of Team Formation
Feb. 27 Sections---Team Formation
Mar. 6 Formation---Team
Formation
Mar. 13 Healing Mass ?---Team
Formation
Mar. 20 Whom Shall I Send---Team
Formation
Mar. 27 Holy Week
Apr. 3 Formation---Mass for teams
and sponsors
Apr. 10 Healing Mass ?
Apr. 17 Whom Shall I Send
Apr. 24 Sections
May 1 Formation
May 8 Healing Mass ?
May 15 Whom Shall I Send
May 22 Sections
May 29
June 5 Formation
June 12 Healing Mass?
June 19 Whom Shall I Send
June 26 Sections
Wayne and I will be attending the
School of Leaders via the internet
while we are in Florida. Come join
us in some fellowship and some
interesting study. Make it a New
Years Resolution to join us. We
would love to see you.

Some Thoughts About the Weekends
By Gary Smith
Lay Director

I was asked to write something about the past weekends. I
wasn’t sure what exactly to write.
You can hear voices from the past saying the numbers aren’t
what they used to be, and so on and so on. And yet, church
attendance numbers aren’t what they should be, collections aren’t
what they should be, and the confession lines certainly aren’t what
they should be either.
We are living in a different culture, and it shows. We had
discussions about what the “acceptable” number of candidates on a
weekend should be, and there are always many opinions backed up
with well thought out reasons. I try to think of what Christ would say
the numbers should be if he was here in our midst today. A few of us
would say if it was only one, we should have a weekend. It’s just like
throwing that one starfish back into the ocean -- it matters to that
one starfish . . . and the story of the Good Shepherd leaving the
flock to go out for that one sheep that was missing. WWJ Do or
What Would Jesus Say? And while we all would agree that it would
be great if the numbers were up like they were in Cursillo’s heydays,
we are in a different culture, and we’ve all seen what’s happened in
our country where Christians have, for whatever reason, chosen to
remain silent.
So, going back to the last Newsletter, in which I mentioned
God’s Ragtag Army – that’s what we’re all called to be, and just by
coincidence, I came across a book that I picked up that was donated
to our Cursillo Recycle Table entitled,” Do It Anyway”. It’s also the
title of a song that one of the clergy sings on the weekend of the
Prison Ministry which I’m involved in, “Do It Anyways” – for the Glory
of God.
While we all would like to be part of something grand and full
of energy and momentum, it just doesn’t happen all by itself -- It
always comes about by a lot of people doing a lot of little things. Like
Mother Theresa said, “Doing small things well”.
And those of you who have heard Len Fritsch pour himself
into one of his favorite songs, “Go, Make a Difference”, he sings it
like he means it in every cell of his body – with feeling! And that’s
what we’re all called to be like.
It was a blessing to see people at the Holy Hours and
Closings that I hadn’t seen in years – and people coming together
for the teams, some of them already overly busy being committed
with lots of other things – people showing up from the past – even
our spiritual advisors, including Fr. Scott Seethaler who committed
himself to help during the weekend when called upon even with
short notice.
What God desires of us is our complete trust in Him and a
joyful acceptance of our human condition. God alone makes this
possible for us. Giving complete trust to Him is probably the most
difficult thing asked of us – unwavering confidence in God is the
most important gift for which we can ask. It is our confidence in Him
that enables us to find our primary meaning in His love rather than in
our accomplishments.
So I’m pleased to say we have six new men and 10 new
women who said “yes” to the Lord by attending Weekends 187 and
188. This all came about by placing our confidence in God and our
commitment to being Christ’s hands and feet.
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Welcome New Cursillistas
Women’s Weekend #188
November 8-11, 2012

Men’s Weekend #187
October 25-28, 2012

Pat Blasi
~
Julie Fleckenstein – Fran Haradzin
~
Joanne Mackey – Arlene Marino
~
Pam Matviya - Gail Mooney
~
Anna Schmitt – Marsha Verostek
~
Bridget Wallace

Phillip Bentz
~
Tony Bradley
~
Angel Campesino
~
Joe Krol
~
Bill Mooney
~
Bob Super

The Men’sTeam

The Women’s Team

Rege Welsh - Coordinator
Talk: Total Security

Kay Houston - Coordinator
Talk: Total Security

Gary Smith – Assistant Coordinator
Talks: Piety & Cursillista Beyond the Cursillo

Eileen Schmura – Assistant Coordinator
Talks: Piety & Cursillista Beyond the Cursillo

Wayne Fleckenstein – Head Steward

Mary K. Fleckenstein – Head Steward
Talk: Study of the Environment

Bob Corcoran – Co-Liturgist/Steward
Talk: Christianity in Action

Regina Premozic – Steward/Sacristan

Len Fritsch – Co-Liturgist/Steward
Talk: Leaders

Janice Welsh – Steward
Talk: Action

Chuck Heiry – Auxiliary
Talk: Study of the Environment

Marge Huerbin – Steward
Anne M. Perella – Auxiliary
Talk: Leaders

Fred Hespenheide – Steward
Wayne Houston - Sacristan, Floating Auxiliary
Talk: Study

Carol Ibinson - Auxiliary
Talk: Study

Bill Ibinson – Auxiliary
Talk: Action

Ina May Kocian – Auxiliary
Talk: Christianity In Action

Joe White – Steward

Andrea Zientara – Liturgist
Talk: Ideal & The Layperson
In the Church

Dan Stenger – Auxiliary
Talk: Ideal
Dan Kubisiak – Auxiliary
Talk: Layperson
In the Church

Spiritual Advisors
Fr. Stan Gregorek
Fr. Scott Seethaler
Sr. Florence Pawlicki
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Is it your
Turn to serve?

Help Keep
Cursillo
Alive &
Vibrant!

By WayneFleckenstein
Cursillo
The tripod of our Cursillo Method, Piety, Study,
and Action, keeps our daily journey with Jesus the
joyful experience of living our lives as Catholics.
As a Cursillista, I know that the gift which I
received lives on by my active participation and
support within the Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement.
Group Reunion, Ultreya, School of Leaders,
Community Masses, Holy Hours, Weekend
Closings, Picnics are ways which I know I need to
participate in -- in some manner on a regular basis
-- to keep in touch, in understanding service and
growth of my Catholic faith and Cursillo
Technique. Reading or hearing about events are
good, but living those activities brings a full
happiness of sharing Cursillo.
Calendars, electronic and static, I have come to
blend into my life. Just with Cursillo dates. For
instance, we have a 50-year celebration of
Pittsburgh Cursillo coming up in 2015. Who’s
going to plan the party?
Looking closer into 2013, we have a quick time
line to complete planning, selecting the
Coordinators, identify Cursillistas who wish to
work, and then begin Team Formation on
Wednesday, February 20, 2013, at the Mt.
Nazareth Cursillo Center. Do your candidates
have applications in hand? Did you send in those
completed applications yet? What palanca are you
doing for these upcoming weekends? Cannot
have weekends without participants.
The Men’s Cursillo Weekend, April 11 – 14,
2013 and the Women’s Cursillo Weekend, April 25
– 28, 2013.
If you wish to add your name to the pool of
Cursillistas which the team coordinator selects
from, please contact me, Wayne Fleckenstein,
Weekend Chairperson, at 412-427-6148,
2313 Banker Street, McKeesport, PA 15132 or by
email: Fleckenstein@verizon.net.
Working a weekend requires attendance at
seven team formation meetings, one of which is a
Saturday 9 am - 3 pm session. Attendance at
Talk Critique session and cloistered 3 days of the
weekend. Cell phone usage is highly restricted on
the weekends. Offer it up.

Dear Friends,
One of the beautiful and heart-warming aspects
widely evident at this time of year is the spirit of
generosity. Through the kindness of good folks
willing to give to their favorite charities and causes,
much good is brought to a world in need. We hope
that Pittsburgh Cursillo is one of those groups special
to your heart and deserving of your generosity.
The Salvation Army has their “red kettles”, Cursillo
has it’s “rainbow-colored bag” and, although the only
bell you may hear ringing is in the hands of a
Weekend Coordinator, we send this appeal to you in
the hopes that keeping Pittsburgh Cursillo vibrant and
active in 2013 is a cause near and dear to you.
We have managed to keep things afloat and have
kept spending down, but you know how it is when
managing a household -- you can only stretch a buck
so far.
We have a wonderful facility here at Mt. Nazareth —
“Nazareth” the place where Jesus grew up. And for
us, Mt. Nazareth is a place today where candidates
have “grown up” with a deeper understanding of the
faith through the Cursillo Weekend. But we do have
to do some practical things, like pay the rent and
purchase materials and supplies for the Weekends.
So, this appeal letter is sent to say that we depend
upon your generous donations to help us keep the
message of Cursillo alive in Pittsburgh. If everyone
would just donate a little, or if you can, a little more,
we would meet our needs for the present and even
into the immediate future.
Please help to keep us at this modern day Nazareth
— where others can grow deeper in their faith.
With Blessings of the Christ Child,

Fr. Stan
Fr. Stan Gregorek
De Colores!
(Please respond in envelope addressed to
Cursillo Treasurer provided. Thank You!)
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A Letter from Jesus
why I came to live with you down here. Hold
them about Christmas

with them. Tell them the story of My birth, and
why I came to live with you down here. Hold
them in your arms and remind them that I love
them.
5. Pick someone who has hurt you in the past
and forgive him or her.
6. Did you know that someone in your town will
attempt to take their own life this season because
they feel so alone and hopeless? Since you
don't know who that person is, try giving
everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make
the difference.
7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer
in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the
people who work there. Give them a warm smile
and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to
wish you a "Merry Christmas", that doesn't keep
you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping
there on Sunday. If the store didn't make so
much money on that day, they'd close and let
their employees spend the day at home with their
families
8. If you really want to make a difference,
support a missionary-- especially one who takes
My love and Good News to those who have
never heard My name.
9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and
whole families in your town who not only will
have no "Christmas" tree, but neither will they
have any presents to give or receive. If you don't
know them, buy some food and a few gifts and
give them to the Salvation Army or some other
charity that believes in Me and they will make the
delivery for you.
10. Finally, if you want to make a statement
about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then
behave like a Christian. Don't do things in secret
that you wouldn't do in My presence. Let people
know by your actions that you are one of mine.
Don't forget; I am God and can take care of
Myself. Just love Me and do what I have told you
to do. I'll take care of all the rest. Check out the
list above and get to work; time is short. I'll help
you, but the ball is now in your court. And do
have a most blessed Christmas with all those
whom you love and remember:
I love you,

It has come to my attention that many of you
are upset that folks are taking My name out of
the season.
How I personally feel about this celebration can
probably be most easily understood by those of
you who have been blessed with children of your
own. I don't care what you call the day. If you
want to celebrate My birth, just GET ALONG
AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.
Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers
you that the town in which you live doesn't allow
a scene depicting My birth, then just get rid of a
couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a
small Nativity scene on your own front lawn. If all
My followers did that, there wouldn't be any need
for such a scene on the town square because
there would be many of them all around town.
Stop worrying about the fact that people are
calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a
Christmas tree. It was I who made all trees. You
can remember Me anytime you see any tree.
Decorate a grape vine if you wish: I actually
spoke of that one in a teaching, explaining who I
am in relation to you and what each of our tasks
was. If you have forgotten that one, look up
John 15: 1 - 8.
If you want to give Me a present in
remembrance of My birth here is my wish list.
Choose something from it:
1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to
the way My birthday is being celebrated, write
letters of love and hope to soldiers away from
home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time
of year.. I know, they tell Me all the time.
2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't
have to know them personally. They just need to
know that someone cares about them.
3. Instead of writing the President complaining
about his choices this year, or his trips, why don't
you write and tell him that you'll be praying for
him and his family this year. Then follow up... It
will be nice hearing from you again.
4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts
you can't afford and they don't need, spend time
with them. Tell them the story of My birth, and

Jesus
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Author Visits
Pittsburgh Cursillo

At the invitation of Anne Perella, pictured at left, Pittsburgh Cursillo was treated to
an afternoon talk and book signing last month featuring Mike Aquilina, renowned
author and editor of more than 40 books on Christian history, doctrine and devotion.
His topic was, “The Mass, the Strength of the Martyrs”. Aquilina is a frequent guest
on Catholic Radio, and you can follow his blogs on early Christianity at
FathersOfTheChurch.com. The talk and book signing, held at the Mt. Nazareth
Center, was followed by the Fourth Day Welcome for new Cursillistas.

You Are the
Light of the World

Pittsburgh Cursillo
Secretariat
The following serve:

Continued from Page 1

Lay Director …………………….....Gary Smith
School of Leaders …………..……Kay Houston
Email: waynkayhyahoo.com
PreCursillo …………………..…..Andi Zientara
Email: andizi56@verizon.net
Cursillo ……………………Wayne Fleckenstein
Email: fleckenstein@verizon.net
PostCursillo ……………………..…Bill Ibinson
Email: bibinson@consolidated.net
Communications…………..….….….Patty Joyce
Email: pdjoyce1@comcast.net
Treasurer ……………………….Clyde Werger
Email: cawerger@gmail.com
Secretary……………………...Wayne Houston
Email: waynkayh@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor ………….………… Jan Held
Email: toheldandback@yahoo.com
Physical Arrangements ……..……..…Joe White
Email: jpwcmp@gmail.com
Spiritual Advisor: …………....Fr. Stan Gegorek
Email: smg8q@comcast.net

Because of the recent Cursillo Weekends, there
are sixteen more corners of our world into which the
Good News of the Gospel and the love of Jesus Christ
are being introduced not just by happy coincidence,
but because of prayer, reflection, choice and apostolic
action.
Because of faith filled Cursillistas who sponsored
friends and believed in their ability to make a
difference, there are lives out there who are being
touched by the love of Christ, perhaps for the first time
in their experience, and a light in the darkness of a
troubled world has been illuminated.
If you are thinking about becoming a sponsor to a
future new Cursillista, try to imagine the bigger picture
down the road, beyond the Thursday night when the
Weekend starts, beyond the Sunday celebration, even
beyond the Group Reunions and Ultreyas. Imagine
the corners of the world waiting
to be illuminated by the light of
Christ, waiting for you to find
that special son or daughter of
God whose job it will be to bring
the light to them.
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Witness Talk
of Kay Houston
South Hills Ultreya

You Don’t Have to ‘Sell’ Cursillo!
I had been going to physical therapy for my knee for a couple of months. Each time I went
for an appointment, one of the ladies who got me started would ask me what I had planned for
the next week. So I told her about team formation and talk rehearsals and the upcoming
weekends.
When the therapist came in to check on me, we always talked, too. It’s apparent he has
some physical problems, and I asked if he had had a stroke. He explained he had Lyme’s
disease, and he can’t take the medication that helps him for very long because it causes his
platelet count to drop. I told him I would pray for him. He was extremely touched that so
many people offered to pray for him. Then he began to ask me about Cursillo because he had
overheard me talking to Liz about it and he thanked me for all I do for the Church.
When I went in after the women’s weekend, he asked me how it was, and I was very happy
to tell him all about it. .He asked me how a person finds out about this movement. I told him
by talking to someone who is a Cursillista. Then he asked how one signs up for it. I told him
it’s by invitation, and I asked if he was interested.
He nodded and said, “Yes, definitely.
I have given him the booklet, “What is Cursillo?”, and I plan to meet with him and his wife
to talk some more.
It’s funny, you really don’t have to ”sell” Cursillo to anyone. You just need to be yourself
and not be afraid to talk about yourself and how God is working in your life. I’m very
excited about talking to Jeff and his wife.

Reminder:
Men’s Weekend 189 – April 11-14, 2013
Women’s Weekend 190 – April 25-28, 2013
Applications for the Weekends should be sent in WHEN THEY ARE RECEIVED, and not held until the
Weekends approach. All applicants are notified by mail well in advance of Weekend dates so they can
arrange to attend!
Send applications to:

Andi Zientara
747 Ravenswood Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
Any questions, ask your Ultreya Coordinator or contact Andi at 412-526-8575 OR andizi56@verizon.net
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SOUTH CENTRAL

2nd & 4th Thursday, Corpus Christi Parish
2515 Versailles Ave. – Mckeesport, PA 15132
Parking & enter far right behind the church.
8:00 p.m.
Call Erma Woolaghan - 412-461-1332

ALLEGHENY VALLEY

Peg Heiry - 724-274-7973

BUTLER

4th Monday, St. Peter’s
St. Peter’s Church Basement
Franklin Street, Butler , 7:00 p.m.
Call Ron Kocian - 724-445-3326

SOUTH HILLS

2nd & 4th Monday, St. Winifred Church
Mt. Lebanon, 7:30 p.m.
Call Kay Houston - 412 833-3867
or Natalie O'Loughlin - 412 831-3319

TRES RIOS

CITY NORTH

2nd & 4th Tuesday,
St. Bernadette Church
Monroeville, 1:30 p.m.
Call Larry Boehm - 724-568-1843

NORTH HILLS

The Pittsburgh Cursillo Center is in need of your
financial support in order to continue to serve the
Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement.
ANY donation is gratefully appreciated, NO
amount is too small – even one dollar! Please send
your donation in the enclosed appeal envelope.

1st & 3rd Monday, Mt Nazareth Center
285 Bellevue Rd.,
Ross Twp, 7:30 p.m.
Call Clyde Werger - 412-213-8150
2nd & 4th Monday, St. Richards
Gibsonia, 7:30 p.m.
Call Rege Welsh – 412-487-6339

Thank you for your generosity, and let us continue
to pray and offer palanca for one another and the
Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement.
De Colores!

