
October, 2022 

 The priests and deacons at St. Oscar Romero Parish 

meet Mondays for prayer, lunch and to review what has hap-

pened recently, what is happening, and discuss what will hap-

pen in the weeks and months ahead. The youngest among us is 

50 while the oldest — and still active — is 91-

year-old Father George DeVille. 

 When we recently met to finalize our 

focus for the Advent and Christmas seasons, he 

was somewhat adamant about the need for us to 

be direct concerning the need for the whole 

Church to evangelize. What he was saying was 

that we cannot enter wait for the corn maze to be plowed over 

before entering the field where those in the maze need to hear 

about God in their lives. 

 Fr. George is not one for whom the picture to the left 

could be applied. He has seen a lot in his 

60 years of priest 

 hood, and yet he is ready to call people to   

 what the Church was not concerned with  

 through the first thirty of forty years of  

 ministry. 

 I want everyone to realize that I’m  

not putting a slam on anyone old enough 

to carry an AARP card.  Younger people 

often act older than many senior members 

of society today. Anyone who doesn’t 

want to grasp the challenge Christ gave to 

His disciples — and to us — “Go forth 

and announce the Good News,” — may 

fit into the realm of inactivity found in a 

plowed over corn field.  

 How many of us look at the  

Gospel call to evangelize as a formidable  

corn maze causing claustrophobic reac- 

tions and reason for a stress test? It 

shouldn’t. Ask Father George.   

 In August, I attended the Interna-

tional Meetings for the Fraternity of 

Priests. They were concerned with this 

very topic of evangelization. How do tell 

Continued on Page 2 

Age Doesn’t Matter:  Evangelization 

Still a Concern for 91 Year-Old 

Living the Method through Group Reunion  

and Ultreya  

 I lived my Cursillo weekend 

#188 ten years ago. And I, like many,  

thought that the weekend was the breath 

and depth of Cursillo. As I have grown 

in my relationship with Jesus  and grown 

in the Movement, I have come to the 

realization that the regular meeting of 

the Group Reunion and Ultreya is the 

pinnacle of what the Cursillo Movement 

is all about. 

 Group Reunion has been a 

blessing in so many ways. Meeting with 

my group and having my spiritual sisters 

in Christ to talk to has helped me 

through some of the hardest times in my 

life. They have helped  me recognize the 

small gifts I receive everyday from our 

Triune God. I hopefully have helped 

them in return with advice and prayer. 

 Eduardo Bonnin Aquilo, our 

founder of Cursillo, knew that it was 

extremely important for Christians to 

stay connected to each other, and to help 

each other through good and bad times. 

Eduardo instilled in the first Cursillistas 

the importance of regular meetings with 

each other after the weekend whether it 

be Group Reunion or 

Ultreya. It is within 

these meeting that we 

can connect with our 

brothers and sisters and 

also grow closer to our 

Lord. 

 These two meeting types help us 

stay connected  to each other and also 

help us live authentic Christian lives that 

revolve around our tripod of Piety, 

Study and Action. If you haven’t  been 

to Ultreya in a while, please get back 

Continued on Page 2 

Living the Method from page 1 

Pittsburgh Cursillo Movement 

Fourth Day 
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MEMORIAL MASS FREMEMBERING  

OUR DECEASED CURSILLISTAS  
 

It is right that we should remember those who blazed 

the trail of Cursillo and who moved us to grow in a  

personal relationship with our Lord who gave Himself 

for our sake. 
 

As a community we will gather to lift up Cursillistas 

who have died and who we trust now rest in the Lord. 

 St. Patrick Church 

 St. Oscar Romero Parish 

 317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg, PA 15317 

Mass is WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 AND will begin at 7:00PM.   

Light refreshments will follow in the cafeteria.  
 

A memorial list of deceased Cursillistas will be created prior to the Mass. Please 

contact Peggy Davis if you intend to be with us for Mass so that sufficient pro-

grams may be printed. 
 

Also, please send names of deceased Cursillistas via email to  

pittsburghcursillo@gmail.com This will assure that no one is missed.  

 

Instrumentalists are welcome to share their talents. Let us know if interested. 

 Some Cursillistas remember the 

early weekends being held in gymnasi-

ums, sleeping on army cots. Some re-

member Gilmary Retreat Center where 

we’d hear every jet taking off from the 

airport. Some remember Mt. Nazareth; 

others Mt. Alvernia. Yes, in the past 

we’ve held our Cursillo Three-Day 

Weekends where we’ve been served 

meat on Fridays during Lent and where 

we’ve had to stop talks while the heat-

ing pipes banged away. 

 Now we’re currently in a situa-

tion where the number of facilities 

available for our use throughout the 

Pittsburgh Diocese has drastically re-

duced and/or become cost prohibited. 

They are very limited. 

 So, if you are wondering why 

we held this fall’s weekends in Greens-

burg at the Christ the Good Shepherd 

Retreat Center, it’s because it was avail-

able and we could afford it. It’s not 

what the Secretariat really wanted, 

but… 

 Yes, we’d like to stay in the 

Pittsburgh Diocese, and in the future we 

hope to be there again. We’d like to stay 

as close to everyone as possible — like 

center-city. The Ark and the Dove is 

fine if we have small weekends. It was 

not an option for this past Women’s 

Weekend. And, it is not handicap acces-

sible. 

 So we pray that other facilities 

reopen soon and that we can get sched-

uled into them. Otherwise, pray for 

someone to hit the lottery so we can 

purchase a campus, make renovations, 

and not worry about anything again. 

TRAVELING A BIT FOR OCTOBER WEEKENDS 

Greensburg Diocese Offering Conducive Environments 

you connected with the meeting in your 

area. If you cannot make it to the Ul-

treya closest to you, please know that 

you are welcome at any Ultreya around 

Pittsburgh and around the world. 

Group Reunion is the best way to stay 

connected to the movement, with a 

small group of friends, who are keeping 

themselves accountable to each other 

through Piety, Study and Action. These 

are the Cursilltas who will be there for 

you no matter the circumstances. And 

no matter y the distance 

 For me, my group and my Ul-

treya are the people who I know I can 

call, or text when I need a few words of 

encouragement on a bad day, or if I 

need lifted up in prayer. 

 If you have not been to Ultreya 

for a while , plan to get yourself recon-

nected with the Cursillistas in your area. 

For me, it is one of the best ways to stay 

true to the Movement and stay true to 

myself, by living by the Cursillo 

Method.  

 DeColores! 

 Julie Fleckenstein 

 Diocesan Lay Director 

Age Doesn’t Matter from page 1 

our people and our priests of God’s love 

and of the Spirit’s gifts meant to help us  

through the maze of society’s disabling 

mentalities and attitudes? How can we 

get them from being lost in the corn 

maze of life? How can we help them 

plow down the world’s creations, wants 

and obstacles to see the beauty and love 

of God in their lives? It’s not simply a 

matter of the elderly is it? 

 Let’s first look the virtue of 

trust. Without it we cannot let God do 

as God wants to do in and through us, 

we remain blind to those placed in our 

lives who God wishes us to act in His 

grace and make a difference. This isn’t 

something for one age bracket or an-

other. Ask Fr. George.  

 I invite you into the field and 

not to wait for it to be turned over and 

made easy to cross. I’m afraid there 

won’t be anyone there. 

 Love and prayers, 

 Fr. Tom Galvin 

 Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 

Praying That The Fifth Day Of 
Our Sisters and Brothers May 

Be Filled With Eternal Joy 



UPCOMING SPRING WEEKENDS  
   Men’s Weekend:            APRIL ________, 2023                      
   Women’s Weekend: APRIL ________, 2023 
 
 As Mentioned on page 2, dates and locations have 
not be determined at this time.  
 

 HOWEVER, candidate applications should be 
completed and sent to Rita McCusker as soon as possible. By having 
applications early on, we knew we’d be having the recent men’s and 
women’s weekends long ago. So please don’t hold off from talking to 
candidates God has placed in your hearts and lives and completing appli-
cations. 
 
A Reminder:  Candidates for a Cursillo weekend need only:  
     1) to be Catholic, allowing for non-practicing Catholics to return to  
 the active life of the Church through Cursillo,   
     2) to have a sponsor who is ready to walk with the candidate well  
 beyond the Cursillo weekend.   
     3) be free to celebrate the sacraments. Those living in invalid  
 marriages need to seek an annulment before being sponsored.  
 These can be an enormous source of healing. 

 Many of us have experienced the 

struggle that may take place with any 

relocation. It’s not just about becoming 

acclimated to new surroundings and traf-

fic patterns. It’s also about feeling wel-

comed and made a part of the commu-

nity. In a parish setting this is critically 

important. 

 The same is true for those men 

and women who recently lived their Cur-

sillo Weekend. At the end of the weekend 

the new Cursillistas are welcomed by the 

outside community. But so many other 

things are happening at that time that the 

experience can be blurred. 

 Some wish to share with their 

sponsors, others want to get home and 

share with their spouse. Most are simply 

tired and not comprehending just how 

large the “outside” community — the 

Cursilo Community — really is. 

 This is where the Fourth Day 

helps tremendously. This is why ALL 

CURSILLISTAS are encouraged to be 

present. What happens? 

1. Sponsors introduce their new friends, 

recent Cursillistas, to veterans they 

may have not met; 

2. New Cursillistas see a vast amount 

of people dedicated to the same pur-

pose as to what they just joined.  

3. Contacts are made to assure that 

new Cursillistas feel welcome in the 

larger community — helping the 

sponsor fulfill his/her role. 

 

 SO PLAN TO BE WITH US! 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

St, John the Baptist Church 

1409 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Monaca, PA 15061 
 

Activities begin at 2:00PM 

 If you can, bring something to 

share in fellowship. If you can’t, that’s 

okay. But please join us for this very im-

portant time. 

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO SECRETARIAT 
Lay Director  Julie Fleckenstein  jkfleckenstein@gmail.com      215-272-3331 

Secretary    Janet Cushma  janetcushma@gmail.com      412-523-4057 

School of Leaders  Julie Fleckenstein  jkfleckenstein@gmail.com      215-272-3331 

Pre-Cursillo  Rita McCusker  ritamacrn1@gmail.com               412-973-0194 

Cursillo   Mike Albanese  mikea2002@hotmail.com      724-462-5276 

Post-Cursillo  Lee McFarland  aesopmac@comcast.net               724-312-0452 

Physical Arrangements 

   Jim Haefner  jimhaefner@gmail.com      724-321-3723 

Treasurer    Peg Lias   plias1@yahoo.com       412-915-2593 

Communications 

   Data Base  Wayne Fleckenstein fleckenstein@verizon.net      412-427-6148 

   Emails/Prayer Chain   

    Patty Joyce  pattyj7@comcast.net      412-831-1835 

   Newsletter, Bulk Mailings, Daily Blogs Open   

   Facebook  Julie Fleckenstein  jkfleckenstein@gmail.com      215-272-3331 

   Technology  Open  (for live transmission of Leaders School, etc.) 

   Webpage  Clyde Werger  clyde@clydew.com            412-486-5702 

      Calendar  Wayne Houston  waynekayh@yahoo.com      412-520-6681 

Diocesan Spiritual Advisor    

   Fr. Tom Galvin  tgalvin@diopitt.org            724-745-6560 

 

Eucharistic 

Adoration and 

Holy Hours  
for Upcoming  

Weekends  
 

Please be with us as we pray for 

the candidates and the team who 

will encounter Christ and renew 

their friendships with Him over 

the three-day weekend. 

 

Wednesday, OCTOBER 19  

for the Men’s Weekend  

at St. Patrick Church,  

St. Oscar Romero Parish, 

317 W. Pike Street 

Canonsburg, PA 15317 

  

Wednesday, OCTOBER 26 

for the Women’s Weekend 

at St. Eugene Church,  

Sts. Joachim and Anne Parish, 

3210 Liberty Way 

McKeesport, PA 15133 
 

Both begin at 7:00PM 



Making  
Leaders  
for the 
Evangelization 
of the 
World 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cursillo Movement in the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh 
 
When Bishop Zubik announced the diocesan effort of 
“On Mission for the Church Alive!, those involved in the 
Cursillo Movement looked at each other in astonishment. 
The Holy Spirit was at work. In its basic form, it is the 
Cursillo method of: 
 

“Make a Friend. Be a Friend. 
Bring a Friend to Christ.” 

 

Our grasping what Bishop Zubik was looking for was like 
the Apostles awakening to the Holy Spirit. We have the 
tools; we live what was desired; we’ve been doing this for 
fifty-three years in Pittsburgh. We can help! And the  
Cursillo Movement in Pittsburgh can help every parish in 
numerous ways. The tools were provided by the Holy Spirit 
over seventy years ago to a Church in need. That Church 
will always remain in need, as it has from the time of the 
Apostles. 
 

One Heart, One Life at a Time 
Evangelization happens through personal contact where we 
live, work, pray and play. It is where we are at! A three-day 
Cursillo weekend filled with witnessing of the power and 
presence of God, creates an awareness of this in a person. 
The only requirement is a heart-moving life to reflect the 

presence of Jesus Christ and the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Such a life is a magnet for causing others, in search of a 
fuller life, to ask: “Why are you always joyful?” The door is 
open for one-to-one transformation of another.  
 

A Church Movement 
The Cursillo Movement is about the Church! And that 
makes it critically different from most other evangelization 
programs now in use in parishes. They are meant to build 
communities in parishes and are set for a predetermined 
amount of time. Cursillo is a movement meant to build up 
the Church by changing mentalities, thereby affecting envi-
ronments. Then in a beautiful way, to assist the local 
churches (parishes) with ongoing formation and support so 
the environments — home, work, community, and even 
new parishes — are always finding new leaders for bringing 
others to the fundamental teaching “God loves you.”  We 
affect environments. And yes, our parishes need and will 
need to be affected in and by God’s love. 
 

Renewing Itself 
As the diocesan Church of Pittsburgh moves through “On 
Mission for the Church Alive!, we know that how we see the 
Church, how we will live as Church in the future, will be dif-
ferent. What the Church believes and teaches is not going 
to change through this diocesan effort. How it lives its mis-
sion — the ongoing mission of Jesus Christ (to announce 
the kingdom of God’s love) — may be experienced in new 
ways. But the message of Jesus Christ will remain. Nothing 
in Cursillo changes either, as its’ work is fueled by the ever-
present movement of the Holy Spirit who provides grace 
upon grace for the  fulfillment of the Father’s will.  
 

Leaders and Communities 
Those who experience Cursillo are given the tools Jesus 
gave his disciples for the work of building up the Body of 
Christ, the Church.  Each in his or her own way is empow-
ered to lead others to Christ, having also the assurance that 
Christ is with them. Leaders do not need to be at the po-
dium, but rather living lives of faith, sharing their joys for 
Christ and his Church — evangelizing their environments. 
This will be a great gift as the faithful will be called to fash-
ion communities of faith, find leadership in restructured par-
ishes, create new understandings for living the faith, for 
changing mentalities. Each parish will need such people. 
Cursillo has been called to the work of Christ, to set the 
world ablaze with a fire for Christ, affecting a world and 
Church in need of a new Pentecost. We are on mission for 
a Church that is vibrant, alive, and always becoming! 
 
Upcoming Weeknds 
Upcoming weekends are planned in Spring. The exact 
dates are unknown as they depend on the location and the 
number of candidates. The Spring Weekends will be held 
sometime in April, 2023. However, applications should be 
submitted as soon as possible. This will help in forming 
teams and assuring sufficient room is available. We already 
have applications for both the men and women’s week-
ends.  The choice of a location will determine how many 
candidates can be taken. Otherwise these individuals are 
placed on a waiting list for the fall weekends. 
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Unless otherwise marked all activities are held 

at St. Patrick Center, 317 W. Pike Street, 

Canonsburg, 15317, beginning at 7:00PM  

 

Wed., Oct. 19 — Holy Hour at St. Patrick  

 Church, Canonsburg 

Thur-Sun, Oct. 20-23 — Men’s Weekend at  

 Christ the Good Shepherd Center in 

 Greensburg (along Rt. 30) 

 

Wed., Oct 26 — Holy Hour at St. Eugene  

 Church,  St.  Parish, Liberty Borough 

Thur-Sun., Oct. 27-30 — Women’s Weekend at  

 Christ the Good Shepherd Center in  

 Greensburg (along Rt. 30) 

 

Wed., Nov. 2 — School of Leaders 

Wed., Nov. 16 — Secretariat  

Sun., Nov. 20 — Fourth Day Reunion at St.  

 John the Baptist Church, Monaca. 

 

Wed., Dec. 7 — School of Leaders 

Wed., Dec. 14 — Secretariat  

 

Wed., Jan. 4 — School of Leaders 

Wed., Jan. 18 — School of Leaders 

Wed., Jan. 25 — Secretariat 

CURSILLO CALENDAR  

TEAM MEMBERS 
Men’s Weekend #215 

Coordinator:  Mike Albanese 

Asst. Coordinator: Jay Miller 

Auxiliary:  Bob Corcoran 

Auxiliary:  Tony Manno 

Steward:  Joe Butts 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Tom Galvin 

 

Women’s Weekend #216 

Coordinator:  Peg Lias 

Asst. Coordinator: Rita McCusker 

Auxiliary:  Nicole Albanese 

Auxiliary:  Lee McFarland 

Auxiliary:  Gwen Butts 

Head Steward:  Jan Cushma 

Steward:  Jessica Heuler 

Steward:  Kathy Vargon 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. Tom Galvin 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The size of the teams does  

 not necessarily indicate the lack of  

 candidates. We are struggling with  

 having Cursillista, especially men,  

 able to be freed from work, and/or  

 willing to work a weekend. 

 

 If you have not worked a weekend 

recently and are interested, please contact 

Mike Albanese or Julie Fleckenstein. Their 

numbers are listed on Page 3 among the 

members of the Secretariat. 

 What a summer this has been! 

In May, I fulfilled a dream of mine. I 

walked the El Camino, beginning in 

Sarria and ending at the Cathedral of St. 

James. During my week, I attended 

Mass in first century churches each 

morning and said the rosary while 

walking each afternoon. My Piety was 

stronger than ever throughout this 

amazing pilgrimage. It took a few 

weeks for my feet to recover from the 

long walk, but it was worth every blis-

ter!  

 [The El 

Camino can be as 

long or as short as 

the pilgrim wishes 

it to be. Much of 

the terrain is uphill 

and rugged. It is 

believed that St. James is buried be-

neath the Santiago de Compostela Ca-

thedral in Spain. In the Cathedral is an 

enormous censer which is swung over 

the sanctuary and the pilgrims with five 

men needed for the action to take place. 

 

In June we had a family hiking vacation 

in West Virginia and my daughter and 

son-in-law shared the good news that 

they are expecting their first child in 

January, 2023. Praise God for this 

blessing! But our world titled in the  

opposite direction the following week. 

May father-in-law was scheduled for 

back surgery in Buffalo, NY, at the end 

of June. Unfortunately, this quickly 

changed to an amputation of his right 

leg due to a blood clot. After many 

prayers, the decision was made to bring 

him to Pittsburgh for the long road 

ahead of healing and learning to live 

with his new body. Watching his resil-

ience to the situation has been a bless-

ing for the whole family. 

 In August we moved him from 

the rehabilitation facility to his new 

apartment in  Moon Twp. My grandson 

tagged along. Eight-year-olds are awe-

some. They see the world as we should 

— simply, clearly and with an honest 

heart. He lugged bags and equipment to 

the fifth floor, held doors and pushed 

heavy carts without a complaint. 

Watching him throughout the day 

brought spontaneous spiritual joy to an 

exceptionally long day. 

 This summer has been filled 

with piety, study and action. My walk 

toward God continues to keep my focus 

on the truth and to not pay attention to 

the devil’s distractions. There is joy to 

be found in suffering, but you have to 

look for it.  

 Peace and blessings always 

 — Peg Lias 

Life is a hike — often going one way — uphill! 

THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED  

WITH OUR ANNUAL FAMILY MASS AT 

PICNIC.  THE WEATHER PROVED  

PERFECT, THE BASKETS WERE GREAT 

AND ALL HAD A GREAT TIME!  

THE SCHOOL OF LEADERS —  
— is for all Cursillistas who wish to further their 

STUDY — anyone who has lived a Cursillo 

Weekend and come to understand the value of 

the tripod — Piety, Study and Action — chang-

ing the person. Anyone having suggested study 

topics should contact Secretariat members. 



ALLEGHENY VALLEY 
Group Reunion 

Meet at Our Lady of Victory  
Parish, Harwick 

2nd Tuesday after 12:00PM 
Mass 

 

BEAVER VALLEY 
Tony Manno 

412-613-5958 
minpin05@comcast.net 

Rene Pintado 
412-609-3659 

rprigorac1@gmail.com 
Meet at Our Lady of Fatima  

2270 Broadhead Rd. 
1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00PM 

 

BUTLER 
Ron & Ina Kocian 
682 Cherry Road 

Chicora, PA 16025 
724-445-3326 

inaron@penn.com 
Meet at St. Peter Parish  

Butler 
4th Monday at 7:30PM 

 
 

CITY NORTH 
Bob Corcoran 

260 Martsolf Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

412-931-4928 
corcoranr@leidos.com 

Meet at JMJ Center at Sisters of 
Holy Family of Nazareth  

201 Nazareth Way, Pgh. 15229 
3rd Monday 7:00PM 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL 
Mary Fleckenstein 
2313 Banker St. 

McKeesport, PA 15132 
412-678-1723 

mkfleck@hotmail.com 
Meet at Corpus Christi Parish 

Rectory Meeting Room 
2515 Versailles Ave. 

McKeesport 
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 

SOUTH HILLS 
Kay Houston 

4920 Brightwood Rd. Apt C509 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 

412-965-5261 
katyann41@gmail.com 

Meet at St. Thomas More  
Parish (Rooney Room) 
(across from South Hills  

Village) 
2nd & 4th Monday at 7:00PM 

 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER 
Joe & Lisa Fix 

4336 Glen Eden Rd. 
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

724-553-1264 (Joe) 
724-553-0137 (Lisa) 
JLVFix@verizon.net 

Meeting at St. Ferdinand  
Parish 

(Upper Room of Parish Center) 
Cranberry Township 

2nd Monday at 7:00PM 
One Week later if Holy Day  

 
 
 

TRES RIOS 
Jack Patnik 

2751 Race St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 

412-793-0476 
jppatnik@hotmail.com 

Meeting at Christ Divine  
Shepherd Parish, Monroeville 

1:00PM 
Call for dates and specific  

Building location 

 

YOUNG ADULTS 
Julie Fleckenstein 

264 Seneca St. 
Turtle Creek, PA 15145 

215-272-3331 
jkfleckenstein@gmail.com 
Location currently varies. 

First Friday of each month. 
Always call for details. 

 

WASHINGTON CO. 
Leda Miller 

247 Reco Ave. 
Houston, PA 15044 

724-745-7744 
lgmiller711@gmail.com 
Meeting at St. Patrick  

Parish Center 
317 W. Pike St., Canonsburg 

1st Tuesday at 7:00PM 

PITTSBURGH CURSILLO MOVEMENT 

203 Maplehurst Drive 

Aliquippa, PA. 15001 
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PITTSBURGH  
ULTREYAS 

Where Friends Share God, Faith & Fellowship 

WEEKEND CLOSINGS:  
     TAKE A SUNDAY AFTERNOON DRIVE AND JOIN US AT CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 Route 30, — a short distance beyond the Greensburg Mall 
 

     Men’s Break-in — October 23 — 4:30PM  (please be present by 4:15pm) 
     Women’s Break-in — October 30 — 4:30PM  (please be present by 4:15pm) 


